[bookmark: _GoBack]BREDENBURY GROUP PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
Held on Wednesday 27TH May 2026 at 7.00pm at Bredenbury Village Hall
Present: Councillors: Geoff Arnold, Richard Bell, Jane Berwick, John Hulse, Massie Piggott,
In attendance: Clerk Vicky Hancock
1. Election of Chairman 2026-2027
1.1 Cllr John Hulse was nominated for Chairman by Cllr Farey and seconded by Cllr Berwick, there being no other nominees Cllr Hulse was unanimously elected as Chairman.
1.2 Cllr Hulse signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office and the Clerk countersigned. 
Councillor Hulse continued to chair the meeting
2. Election of Vice-chairman 2026-27
Cllr Massie Piggott was nominated for Vice Chairman by Cllr Hulse and seconded by Cllr Farey, there being no other nominees Cllr Piggott was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman.
3. Election of Footpaths Officer Cllr Farey was nominated by Cllr Hulse and seconded by Cllr Bell. There being no other nominees Cllr Farey was elected unanimously as Footpath Officer.
4. Finance Working Group Cllr Hulse and Clerk Vicky Hancock to remain on the FWG. There being no other recommendations this was agreed.
5. Apologies for absence: Ward Cllr Bruce Baker.
6. Declarations of interest or written requests for dispensation: None 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk68611154]To consider the minutes of the previous meeting: Parish Council Meeting 29th April 2026. It was RESOLVED to adopt the minutes and these were signed by the chairman.
8. Open Session: 
8.1 Cllr Hulse had received a letter from a local resident with concerns regarding the future of the former railway line. Cllr Hulse responded and reassured the resident that the Local Cycling, Walking and Wheeling Infrastructure Plan included references that there would always have to be Landowner consultation and consent for any changes to take place. Landowners are also able to deposit a map and statement regarding public rights across their land. He outlined the procedure for doing this.
Cllr Bell relayed a concern by a local resident regarding over-hanging branches near the exit from Rowden Lane on to the A44 which were obstructing visibility particularly for agricultural vehicles. Council is to seek advice regarding this issue.
Cllr Arnold asked about the 30mph signs on Valley View. The Clerk is to chase this up again.
Cllr Berwick asked about the siting of a grit box at the far end of Valley View at the turning area. Clerk to make enquiries. It was noted that grit supplied by Herefordshire Council is only supplied for use on road ways and not for private driveways and steps.
8.2 No report received from Ward Cllr Baker.
9. Co-option Thomas Bell put his name forward for co-option as councillor for Grendon Bishop Parish.             
He gave a brief pen portrait to the council. The candidate left the meeting. The Councillors discussed the co-option of Thomas Bell and they fully AGREED with co-opting him onto the Council. Cllr T Bell signed the declaration of office and was welcomed to join the meeting. 
10. Budget Monitoring Clerk shared the May budget monitoring. Councillors RESOLVED to accept the May monitoring and Cllr Hulse signed the document. 
11. Finance
11.1 The Clerk shared the bank statement to 30th April 2026. Balance brought forward £4,900.   
          Closing balance at 30th April 2026 £8179.85 including remittance for 1st Precept payment of 
         £4,500. Noted and signed by Cllr Berwick. 
11.2 Clerk shared the Bank Control Account to 30th April 2025 which detailed payments and     
        receipts to date. One outstanding cheque. Closing balance £8,116.85. Noted and signed by   
       Cllr Berwick.
 11.3 Payment already made V Hancock Refreshments APM £14.85                                                        
 11.4 RESOLVED to agree the following payments: 
               11.4.1 GeoXphere (Parish Online) £36.00
               11.4.2 V Hancock Mileage HALC £14.85
               11.4.3 Clerk’s May salary and note assessment report
12. Annual Governance and Accountability (AGAR)
12.1 The Clerk presented the Annual Audit Report drawn up and signed by HALC Internal Audit Services.
12.2 The Council RESOLVED to accept Annual Governance Statement 2025/26. Document signed    
        by the Chairman and the Clerk.
12.3 The Council RESOLVED to accept the Accounting Statements 2025/26. Document signed by 
        the Chairman and the RFO.
12.4 Council RESOLVED to accept that Bredenbury Group Parish Council could sign the   
       Certificate of Exemption as Income and Expenditure had not exceeded £25,000 and   
       therefore qualifies as a smaller authority. Document signed by the RFO and Chairman. Clerk 
       to email certificate to PKF Littlejohn, external auditors. 
12.5 Transparency Code information is up to date and published on the website.
12.6 All papers to include Explanation of Variances, final bank reconciliation 2025/6 to be 
         published on the website alongside the notice of the period for the Exercise of Public Rights    
         and Publication of Annual Governance & Accountability Return (Exempt authority).
Cllr Hulse thanked the Clerk for the work in preparing the Audit papers.
13. Policy & Procedure Code of Conduct review. Clerk has requested email confirmation from all Councillors that they have read and understood the Code of Conduct as reviewed 2026.
14. Planning Applications
                  14.1 P261114/FH Butterley Court Thornbury Bromyard HR7 4NG Erection of an agricultural 
          building.  Councillors agreed to SUPPORT this application. It meets the criteria of  
          Bredenbury NP Policy BW&GB 17 Agriculture and Forestry Enterprises
                   14.2 P261167/L Westington Court Docklow Leominster HR6 0SL. Listed building consent.  
Councillors agreed to SUPPORT this application.  It meets the criteria of Bredenbury NP 
Policy BW&GB10 Protecting and Enhancing Local Character.
Cllr Hulse noted that no information has been received from planning regarding the outstanding planning applications. He is to contact Andy Banks for an update.
15. TRO Update The formal process for a Traffic Order (TO) Scheme to introduce a 30mph speed limit and a prohibition of overtaking on the A44 at Bredenbury has been initiated. As statutory consultees the Parish Council has been asked for any observations or comments.  The Chairman read the letter outlining this process and recognised that this was an important step in hopefully seeing all the hard work by the Council and the Steering Group coming to fruition. The Council strongly SUPPORTED the proposals and the Clerk will respond to the consultation.
Traffic Regulation Order Scheme to implement stopping restrictions outside all schools in Herefordshire has gone out to Statutory Consultees. Council SUPPORTED the proposals.
16. NP All the Call for Sites submissions have been received by Ian Culley, our NP consultant. He is now going to prepare an initial analysis assessment. The NP Steering Group will meet prior to the next PC meeting and discuss the recommendations for the next public consultation. Our current NP is now five years old and Herefordshire Council will begin the withdrawal process, however we have not received any communication and have been advised to continue to reference our policies in any planning applications we are asked to comment upon.
17. Public Realm The Chair and Clerk attended a Public Realm Operational Briefing. The new service model from 1st June 2026 will be:
Herefordshire Council takes back day-to-day control of Public Realm Services
· Roads and drainage
· Street lighting and cleansing
· Green spaces and verges
· Winter services and rights of way
Work will be delivered through a combination of:
· M Group Highways (main public realm contractor)
·  The Council’s own Highways and Public Realm Framework (multiple pre-approved local and regional specialist contractors)
· External national/regional frameworks where needed
Responses to Highway Safety means defects are categorised in an easier to understand manner and ultimately get fixed more quickly.
·  Emergency - 2 hours
·  Category 1 - 24 hours 
· Category 2 - 28 days
Cllr Hulse queried  
· previous and existing faults - they would automatically migrate into the new system 
· Use of What3words for describing location – perfectly acceptable
18. Lengthsman The frequent cutting of verge opposite 3 Pines Garage is excellent.
19. Village Hall The refurbishing of the kitchen has continued and a new window has been fitted.
20. Correspondence 
· Herefordshire Council has expanded its kerbside recycling scheme to include aluminium foil, foil trays, metal or foil-lined tubes (such as tomato purée tubes), and plastic tubes – including toothpaste and cosmetic tubes 
· Landline Switch-off The UK’s old landline network is being switched off by 2027. This may affect older phones, telecare devices, pendant alarms and some home security systems.
Residents are encouraged to check with their provider what changes may affect them and what support is available. Councillors asked to spread the word among vulnerable residents.
21. Matters for the next meeting:
· NP Steering Group Update
· TRO
· Planning update
22. Dates of next meetings: No August Meeting, Wednesday 30th Sept, Wednesday 28th  Oct, 



Wednesday 25th Nov, Wednesday 23rd Dec, Wednesday 27th Jan 2027


27.05.26

The meeting closed at 8.22pm
